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SECRETARY BROWN AHNOUNCEB $13 HILLIDH IH
DISABTER ABBIB?ANCB FOR. HORTHWBBT FISEERIEB

The Commerce Department w111 prov;de an addltlonal -

' $13 mllllon ln dlsaster assxstance to help commerc1a1 f;shermen-xf

and small flshery-dependent bus1nesses that have susta;ned heavy

losses resultlng from the collapse of salmon rlshery resouroes ln'

the Northwest._f=" j1,j-{'-7 f¢'l'f _:Jif

= Comnmerce" Secretary Ronald ", Brown wxll use: h;s 1egislative et
authorlty +£0.extend ‘a disaster: rel;ef .program initiated -last year;ff

in the Pacific Northwest in résponseito the unprecedented .low .
numbers of Pacific- salmon stocks. . Brown provxded $12 million. in

'ass;stance to the region last October to: aiad flshermen who were

afrected by the depletxon of the salmon flshe:y

A “The ‘Clinton admlnlstratlon has oonszstently demonstrated

its ¢ commitment to the- .sustainable" development of commercial

'fisheries," Brown. ‘said. “Today’s. disaster .assistance, package
ralgo demonstrateés. our ‘understanding that healthy stocks are a

. source of livelihood -and a way of life in fishing communities

o around the country, and ‘around the world. The threat to. these

-1

flsherxes is a th;eat to these communitles.‘-

‘The. funde.'Lssued through the Nat;onal Oceanlc and

'uf Atmospheric Administration’s Offxce of Sustainable Developﬁent: '

-are ‘designated for. Pprograms that address both flshery resource -

,*».and human factors. This program .began in 1994- and is acner1ng -

the twin goals of short-term. ‘assistance to flshermen and
long-term benefits to the flshery resource.- ‘ ‘

~

LT nve have already taken seriOus management actlons in the L
o o Northwest . to address the concerns about. the resource and- of the " .

flshing famzlles but we mist do more,“ ‘said NOAA Admxnistratorf:"
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D. James Baker. :“Extraordlnary measures are called for, both in.

' how we manage these valuable resources and in how we respond to -

the needs of our flshlng famllzes.“

In the Northwest $13 mxllion in emergency assastance will be

released to the states of Washington, Oregon and California as a .

‘result of the continuing disaster due to the effects of El Nifio’
‘and years of drought. . These funds will augment the three-state
Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan announced last year._wh;ch
includes a vessel/permit buyout program and habitat restoratlon
and data collectxon jobs program. ) .

- Seven milllon dollars will be made ava;lable in Washlngton;fr.j'

'state for these programs, $5 mllllon in. Oregon and 5700‘000 in
Northern californla. ‘ . _ o -

Currently, under last year s program thsre are dozens oL

projects underway in the three states that will eventually. employ .

more than 300 displaced fishermen at jobs paylng between 510-15
. per hour. In addition, the state of: washzngton ‘is in the process .
CLof - permanently retlrlng 300 salmon flshzng permlts, 20 percent of

“the fleet.r r B BT ) 7
_wDhe program ‘we haVe embarked upon in the Northwest truly

‘ “”reoresepts.a dynamic, . proact;ve way:of - dealing with, natnral

" resource disastérs," Secretary. Brown said. "We are: provzdlng
critical ‘training to individuals ex:ting the fishing industry;’
~and through.déur- ‘research and restoration: efforts will acoelerate
:the recovery ot salmon stocks for those who rsmaxn.Fl .

: “Worklng closely w;th the governors "and ‘the congress;onal
3delegatxons, we, intend to continue and expand existing programs
‘rather than create new programs,. thus cuttlng back on. the time

- -'needed .to ‘implement . them and- hastening the time it takes for -

- “fishermen. to actually see the henefxts of the assistance, added
Brown . . _

: The 513 mill;on for the Northuest is part of a larger $53

"million disaster assistance program initiated by Secretary Brown
in response to the national ‘crisis’ in flsherxes in the Northeast

-Northwest and. Gulr states.~ o . . _

_ “We 1ntend to work very closely wlth all 1nterested part;es
. in the three regions to ensure that appropriate remedies are -
applled to the dlfferent circumstances,“ sald ‘Brown. S

. Under sectlon aoa(d) of the Interjurlsdlotlonal Flsherles
Act, commercial fishermen. who have suffered. uninsured losses wxll
~ be eligxble for financial ‘assistance under programs to be
J'developed ln_cooperatzon with'their state government agencies.,
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- SECRETARY BROWN ANNOUNCES §53 MILLION IN DISASTER =~
RSSISTANCE F°Rf8°R:nBA8Tj NORTEWEST agp:GﬂL? PIBuERIEB"

 The Commerce Department will provide $53 million in disaster
‘agsistance to help commercial fishermen and small fishery-
depengenﬁ'busineéses"foliowiﬁg the collapse of fishery reédgncés¢_ L

in_tﬁg,Norﬁhgast;-N@rthwest“gh&,GuLffstates.éj

L ‘,commegpérSgcretafy*gonald'a,jBrownjéilljusé%ﬁis;;g
- authority to provide the: relief funds,. extending. to.the
- and GUlf of MeXica a disaster relief program :initiated
'in the Pacific Northwest. Last year’s program was in'
‘the unprecedented low numbers of Pacific salmon stocks’

, in
region.” :
“The Clinton administration has,consistently demonstrated .
its commitment to the sustainable developmentgof;ccmmercidla;{icﬁ .
jfishgries,"UBrown_saidg;u”TodaY{s“disastergassistahcegéggkdqe.;4-.. i
. alsoc demonstrates our understanding that healthy gtogks ‘age-a .o
'source of livelihood“and a way of ‘life in fishing communities =~
around the country, and around the world. The threat to these
“fisherjes is a threat to these communities.* - .- . . . = = -

. ! - . . . . - R s
The funds, issued through the National Oceanic and .
Atmospheric Administration’s Qffice. of Sustainable Development,
<7 are designated  for programs that address both fishery resource . .
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4y "We have already taken serious management actions in:all:. . .0
three regions to address theée concerns of the resource and the .

- fishing families, but we must do more," said/--KOAA";Adﬁirusﬁf’ata:_
QD,‘qamespaakgr.-aﬂExtrap:dinaryfmggsureaﬁa:eﬂgallea}fbr}abé;hjinﬁ'1;._4
‘how. we manage these valuable resources and in how we respond to = .~ . '

. needs’of our fishing families.*
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:‘resources, which® has ‘caused substantxel loss ta- small fishin
‘businesses.and dépendent coastal: copmunities:

ﬁalready depleted fxsheriee

"in the three'regions to ensure that appropriate. remedies are . e g
o applxed to the dxfferent circumstances," said Brown. Hw.y : ,'“

| €2) , .
In the Northeast, the qroundfxsh stocks that had’ long .

sustained-a healthy commercial fishezy have - d;sappeared. The
- agsistance program 1ncludes $25 wmillion for the 1mp1ementatxou of
‘a vessel/permit buyout program that retires flshlnq veéssels and

~ buys back existing permzts.__ B _,;*

In the Northwest $13 mllllon in emergency aselstance w;ll be
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and ‘California as a -
result of the cont1nu1ng disaster due to the effects of El Nifio
and years of drought on the salmon fisheriesg. These funds will
augment the three-state Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan

. . .announced last year, which includes a vessel/permit- huyout _
-vprogram -and’ habztat restoratxon and data collectxon JQbS program., .

o In the Gulf jof. HEXLCO. the commercial fishing 1ndustry will

- receive $1§: m;ll;on in emergency ass;atance to compensate for .
. equxpment lost or damaged by’ uncharted seabed obstructions caused PR
by major flooding over- the past two years and other natural _‘ T

forces. L o L S . _ o
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All of these sxtuat;ons xnvolve serzous harm to fishery TEf}ﬁxf_;

In:all three
aggravated

situations,. adverse environmenta; candit'ons have.

‘~e"we ;ntend to. work very closely withwal_ninterested parties

Under sectlon 308(d) of. the Intet;urzsdictional Fisheries ’

_Act commercial. fishermen who have: suffered uninsured losses will e
- be'eligible for' financial assistance: under prodrams -to be . .
,__developed in cooperatlon with thexr state governmentanencies. tpos
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